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21st February 2026
Subject: Appointment of the Surgical Specialty Lead in Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery
Dear Colleagues,
On behalf of the BAPRAS Research and Innovation Committee, I am delighted to introduce the attached Job Description for the position of Surgical Specialty Lead (SSL) in Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery. This prestigious role, supported by the Royal College of Surgeons, represents a pivotal opportunity to shape the future of clinical evidence in our specialty.  
Breadth of Specialty and Subspecialty Inclusion
Plastic surgery is unique in its breadth, and we wish to emphasize that we welcome applications from across the full spectrum of our discipline. Whether your expertise lies in breast reconstruction, hand surgery, extremity reconstruction, burns, skin cancer, cleft lip and palate, or any other subspecialty, your contribution is valued. The SSL will be expected to have oversight of trial activities across the UK and beyond, ensuring that emerging studies are relevant to the diverse needs of all our patients.  
Collaborative Leadership and the RSTN
A core component of this role is the stewardship of our research community. The successful candidate will work in close partnership with the Reconstructive Surgery Trials Network (RSTN) to grow, evolve, and maintain research engagement. You will act as a vital link between the Surgical Trials Centres and the RSTN, fostering a culture of inquiry among both consultants and trainees.  
Key Expectations and Deliverables
The SSL role is designed for an energetic leader with a proven track record in multi-centre studies. Key responsibilities include:  

• Trial Development: Establishing two new multi-centre trials over a three-year tenure.  
• Capacity Building: Training at least one new Chief Investigator and twenty new Principal Investigators within the discipline.  
• Infrastructure: Working closely with designated trials centres to develop protocols, CRFs, and IRAS applications.  


Commitment and Governance
The post carries a dedicated remuneration of £12,000 per annum to support your activity and administration, with an additional £3,000 held by the RCS for meeting support.  
Please note that the SSL will be expected to report regularly to the BAPRAS Research and Innovation Committee. Furthermore, you will attend bi-annual meetings at the Royal College of Surgeons to report on progress and provide annual reports for the Clinical Research Initiative Steering Committee (CRISC).  
We look forward to appointing an outstanding candidate who will champion innovation and clinical excellence in Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery.
Yours sincerely,
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Jason Wong MBChB FHEA PhD FRCS(Plast)
Professor of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery and Regenerative Medicine
Chair of the BAPRAS Research and Innovation Committee
Jason.wong@bapras.org.uk

Combining the strengths of UMIST and
The Victoria University of Manchester
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