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Dear ……………………………..
Thank you for agreeing to participate in this interview as part of my dissertation project for the Master of Education (MEd) in Surgical Education program at Imperial College London. My project, supervised by Professor Linda de Cossart, explores the professional identity formation of surgeons working in conflict zones. Your insights and experiences will provide invaluable contributions to understanding who the person is that chooses to go to conflict zones as well as the challenges and learning processes surgeons undergo in such unique and demanding environments.
Purpose of the Interview
The purpose of this interview is to explore:
1. What led you to go to a conflict zone.
2. How your experiences in conflict zones have shaped your professional identity as a surgeon and perhaps as a person.
3. The role of collaboration and learning within a community of healthcare professionals in these settings.
4. The personal and professional growth you experienced during and after your work in conflict zone.

Topics to Consider
To help you prepare for our discussion, here are some key areas we will explore during the interview:
· Your Background and Motivation: What led you to work in conflict zones, and what were your initial expectations?
· Adaptation and Challenges: How you adapted to the conditions and overcame challenges specific to these environments.
· Collaboration and Learning: Your interactions with other healthcare professionals and the lessons learned from these experiences.
· Professional Identity and Growth: How your experiences influenced your professional values, decision-making, and personal growth.
· Emotional and Ethical Reflections: Significant emotional or ethical dilemmas you encountered and how you managed them.
· Advice for Future Surgeons: Insights you would offer to colleagues preparing to work in conflict zones.
· Initiatives in Conflict Zones: Any initiatives you have undertaken related to surgical work or training in conflict zones.

Emotional Well-being Acknowledgment:
This interview may involve reflecting on experiences in conflict zones, which could bring up difficult emotions or memories. If you have concerns about your emotional well-being, such as experiencing anxiety, distress, or symptoms of PTSD, we encourage you to seek support from a mental health professional before participating.
Screening Question (found in Consent Form):
· Do you feel comfortable reflecting on your experiences during this interview?
· Yes
· No (If no, you may withdraw from the study at any time without obligation.)
If you experience any emotional distress during the interview, please let me know, and we can pause or stop the session. A list of support resources will also be provided.

Interview Details
· Date and Time: …………………………
· Duration: Approximately 60–90 minutes
· Location: Online via Microsoft Teams
· Format: Semi-structured interview with open-ended questions. Your responses will guide the conversation.

Additional Notes
· The interview will be recorded (with your consent) to ensure accurate transcription and analysis. I will be analysing the results and sharing them (but not who you are) with my supervisor 
· Your responses will remain confidential, and identifying details will not be included in any published work.
· If there are any specific topics or experiences you feel are important to discuss, please feel free to bring them to the interview.

Preparation
You do not need to prepare extensively; however, reflecting on your experiences, challenges, and personal growth in conflict zones may help you organize your thoughts for the discussion.

Contact Information
If you have any questions or require further clarification, please feel free to contact me:
· Name: Hashem Yaseen
· Email: hashem.yaseen22@imperial.ac.uk

We look forward to our conversation and appreciate your valuable contributions to this important research.
Warm regards,
Hashem Yaseen MBBS , MD, MRCOG
MEd Master Candidate (Surgical Education) 
Imperial Collage London
