
Deputy Chief Coroner of England & Wales
and

Her Majesty’s Senior Coroner
for the City of Sunderland

Derek Winter DL



A Proposition
Surgery = trauma

Medicines = poisons
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Role of the Chief Coroner
The Role of the Chief Coroner is to lead the Coroner Service
• Provide support, leadership and guidance for coroners in England and Wales;
• Set national standards for all coroners, including new inquest rules;
• Oversee the implementation of the new provisions of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009;
• Put in place suitable training arrangements for coroners and their staff;
• Approve coroner appointments;
• Keep a register of coroner investigations lasting more than 12 months and take steps to 

reduce unnecessary delays;
• Monitor investigations into the deaths of service personnel;
• Oversee transfers of cases between coroners and direct coroners to conduct investigations;
• Provide an annual report on the coroner system to the Lord Chancellor, to be laid before 

Parliament;
• Monitor the system where recommendations from inquests are reported to the appropriate 

authorities in order to prevent further deaths.

No national service

88 Coroner Areas resourced by Local Authorities/Police

3



Consistency
Coroners and Justice Act 2009

The Coroners (Inquests) Rules 2013

The Coroners (Investigations) Regulations 2013

The Coroners Allowances, Fees and Expenses Regulations 2013

The Human Tissue Act 2004

Chief Coroner’s Guidance (x 33)

Chief Coroner’s Law Sheets (x 5)

plus Treasure

https://www.judiciary.uk/related-offices-and-bodies/office-chief-coroner/
 Appointments
 Reports to Prevent Future Deaths
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The Notification of Deaths Regulations 2019
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2019/1112/made
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The Ministry of Justice Guidance 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/notification-
of-deaths-regulations-2019-guidance
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Chief Coroner’s Guidance 
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2019/09/Guidance-No.-31-Death-Referrals-
and-Medical-Examiners.pdf
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Section 1 of The Coroners and Justice 
Act 2009
Duty to Investigate

A Coroner must conduct an investigation if there is reason to suspect

 The deceased died a violent or unnatural death

 The cause of death is unknown 

 The deceased died while in custody or state detention which no longer includes DoLS
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ME scrutinises

Coroner Investigates
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Surgery

Complex
Co-morbidities
Culpable human failure
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Please note

Inquest - public hearing – fact finding – inquisitorial – not adversarial

CD £5

Disclosure-within 6 months and not beyond 12

Coroner alone or with Jury

Article 2 does not usually apply in the NHS setting (Parkinson)

Videolink

r22 self-incrimination privilege

Sch 5 powers

Report to Prevent Future Deaths
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Inquest – Conclusions

s10(2) no determination shall be framed in such 
a way as to appear to determine any question 
of: -

criminal liability on the part of a named person
civil liability
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CONCLUSIONS
(PREVIOUSLY VERDICTS)

1. Unlawful killing*
2. Suicide
3. Accident
4. Misadventure
5. Alcohol related
6. Drug related
7. Industrial disease
8. Lawful Killing
9. Natural causes
10. Open
11. Road traffic collision
12. Stillborn
13. Narrative

NB: On the balance of probabilities (Maughan)
* Beyond reasonable doubt – be sure
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Narrative
recognised complications of an elective surgical procedure
unexpected outcome of an emergency surgical procedure
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https://www.sunderlandcoroner.co.uk/

16



http://www.sunderlandcoroner.co.uk/inquests/
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Support

Medical Defence Organisation

Coroners’ Courts Support Service
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Remember

Prepare

Good legible contemporaneous records

Formal statements and reports on time (having taken advice)

Visit Court in advance

Answer questions clearly

Express sadness about the death

Good eye contact with Coroner and the Family

Candour

Ask to be released if you need to be
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Useful Contacts

Office of the Chief Coroner
11th Floor - Thomas More Building
Royal Courts of Justice
London
WC2A 2LL
https://www.judiciary.uk/related-offices-and-bodies/office-chief-coroner/

The Coroners’ Society of England and Wales 
www.coronersociety.org.uk

Coroners' Officers and Staff Association (COASA)
http://www.coasa.org.uk/
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