
 

 

Progress Up-
date 
 

ABUSS provides biannual pro-

gress updates to surgical society 

presidents at each meeting. We 

now plan to have details of the 

progress ABUSS has made be-

tween meetings in the eBulletin 

biannually wherever possible.  

 

Surgical societies are required to 

submit a progress update to the 

MSLC prior to each meeting. 

Please ensure that these are done 

as they are published on the 

RCSEng website. These updates 

are useful so that students can 

see what their surgical society is 

doing, the events they are holding 

and also so that the RCSEng can 

see if there are any areas in which 

they can help. See link below to 

find these documents on RCSEng 

website.  

 

Since the last committee meeting we have been busy 

behind the scenes and wanted to keep you up to date 

with what is happening with ABUSS.  

 

Google Drive :  

We have collected contact details from yourselves and 

the internet for all UK surgical societies and have up-

dated the pre-existing list that the RCSEng have. This 

will be updated on the RCSEng website shortly; as 

they have been experiencing some technical difficulties 

recently. We have put these details into a spreadsheet 

for all us to easily access and edit and this is on the 

ABUSS google drive, (link on Page 3)The details in-

clude society websites, facebook and twitter sites. Can 

all societies ensure that you add useful contacts 

and events to the spreadsheet and keep your con-

tact details up to date on the spreadsheet too. If 

you do not have permission to share a person’s con-

tact details then please add their name to the spread-

sheet, what they were helpful for and then your society 

so that if need be anyone who would like to contact 

them can contact you and you can then liaise on their 

behalf.  Contacts that are useful include reps, spon-

sors, websites, how to create websites, etc.  

 

Calendar:  

The calendar that we have is still up and running, how-

ever, we have made a few changes. In order to have 

an event put on the calendar you need to fill in the on-

line form which will be sent to our editor who will vet 

the entries before they are added.  Our calendar will 

also appear  on the RCSeng website  to enable your 

events to reach a wide audience. 

Events submitted to the calendar will automatically be 

added to the Bulletin, provided they are suitable.  

Please use this calendar not only for national events 

but local events, so that students can see all events 

going on in their area.  Link is on page 3 

 

Useful Documents 

In addition to this document, we have added other 

documents such as the HYMS mentor scheme docu-

ments to our Facebook and google mail documents. 

These are there to help you in setting up such 

schemes. Feel free to upload documents you feel other 

societies would find useful. 

Miss McNally is also publishing a paper on medical 

student theatre etiquette, designed to help students 

new to the theatre environment on what to expect and 

what to do in theatre. This will be sent to us soon and 

we will add it to the facebook and google drives and 

distribute it to you all as soon as we have it.  

 

How to:  

If you look back at the newsletters over the course of 

the last year or so there are several “how to” articles in 

the Bulletins. These include how to set up a mentor 

scheme, schools programme, RCS SSS course and 

surgical society conference. If you are interested in 

setting up one of these then please have a read of 

them. Back issues can be found on RCS website, see 

link below in the Bulletin section.  

 



 

 

Email address:  

We are in the process of getting an RCSEng email address 

so that we can use this to email yourselves, the UK surgical 

societies and medical schools. We are hoping that this will 

encourage more societies and universities to be involved with 

ABUSS and also get more students to submit work to the 

Bulletin. The RCSEng has had a lot of technical problems 

recently and we will get the email address once these are 

resolved.  

 

Bulletin:  

As you can see this month, the Bulletin has a new look; this 

coincides with our new editor who has taken over the running 

of the Bulletin. We hope you like it! If you have any feedback 

on the Bulletin then please email it to rcsabuss@gmail.com. 

We need people to write articles for the Bulletin so please get 

the word out. The bulletin is a great way for people to get 

their work seen, they can submit any articles that are related 

to surgery and that are aimed at a medical student audience. 

For surgical societies please can you remember to distribute 

the Bulletin to all of your society members once you receive 

it.   

 

Handover documents:  

We have created handover documents that detail what 

ABUSS is and how societies and students can become in-

volved with ABUSS. These will be sent out to universities and 

surgical societies from RCSEng ABUSS at the start of every 

year, via email. Presidents are expected to fill in and send 

back the enclosed documentation. This will ensure we get as 

many surgical societies as possible attending meetings, that 

contact details are kept up to date and that we get more and 

more people contributing to ABUSS and reading and writing 

for the ABUSS Bulletins.   

 

Women in Surgery 

All societies should continue to contact Women in Surgery 

(WinS) when they are running a women in surgery event. 

This will help RCSEng to know that you are running a WinS 

 

Going forward we are looking to 

continue to expand the number of 

surgical societies at our meetings. 

We are also going to continue to 

look at ways to improve communi-

cation i.e. wider use of our website 

and facebook pages etc.  

The ABUSS part of the RCSEng 

website requires development and 

this is something that we are look-

ing to concentrate on over the next 

6 months.  

 

I hope that this edition of the news-

letter helps to keep you up to date 

with what is happening with 

ABUSS. If you have any ideas and 

suggestions regarding ABUSS and 

how we can continually keep im-

proving then please email us. We 

look forward to hearing from you.  

 

The RCSEng museum holds regu-

lar events of relevance to students. 

Please see their website for details 

of this and how to contact them if 

you want to set up any educational 

events using the museum. We 

suggested at the meeting that the 

museum could hold some local 

events further north and we are 

liaising with the museums on this.  

The museums were keen to link up 

with your head of anatomy at your 

university so please can you send 

contact details of the head of your 

anatomy department to them.  

event; they can provide support, sent their local WinS rep and 

help promote the event. To do this just contact Clare Wynn-

McKenzie at the RCSEng. Please also let us know so we can 

put it on the ABUSS calendar.  

 

ASiT 

The Association of Surgeons in Training (ASiT) has local repre-

sentatives. At the meeting we discussed how they can help you. 

We agreed that it would be great if local representatives could 

contact the societies directly and come and speak to you. If you 

haven’t heard from your local representative and would like to 

then please see the ASiT website for contact details of how to 

contact them.  

 

MWF and WinS reps 

Medical women’s Federation (MWF) and WinS have local reps 

in your area. If you contact MWF and WinS they will be happy to 

help you contact your local reps and get them involved.  

Conferences 

At the last meeting we discussed the number of conferences. 

Some people thought that attendance was reducing possibly due 

to the number of surgical societies and some smaller surgical 

societies felt that they were too small to set up a conference. We 

thought it would be a good idea for societies that are close to 

one another to link up and join together for conferences. This is 

just an idea but worth thinking about. The email addresses for all 

societies are in the spreadsheet on our google drive so please 

use these if you need to contact other societies.  

 

Communication: 

This is something that we have been passionate about develop-

ing since the last meeting and we have taken on board feedback 

and suggestions from the last meeting. The majority of things 

that we have worked on, listed above, are designed to help keep 

surgical societies and students in touch with ABUSS and pro-

mote ABUSS as a whole. In addition to this the work that we 

have done is linked to the primary process of ABUSS, which is 

to ensure greater communication between UK surgical societies 

and RCSEng.  
 

Chloé Gelder ABUSS Chair hyclg2@hyms.ac.uk  

mailto:hyclg2@hyms.ac.uk


 

 

Chloé L Gelder—Chair  
 

This is my second year on the ABUSS committee; last year I held the role of 

the publicity officer and was editor for our e-Bulletins. Prior to this I attended 

ABUSS meetings as president of the HYMS York Surgical Society. I was 

initially keen to become part of the ABUSS committee as they work to inspire 

and support UK surgical societies which is something I am very passionate 

about. Whilst on the ABUSS committee I was really keen to further this and 

try to publicise the work of ABUSS wherever possible which is why I ran for 

the position of ABUSS chair. In my role as ABUSS chair I am determined to 

continue on the fantastic work of the previous chairs and try to develop and 

create resources, contacts and foster links with the RCSEng to help support all UK surgical societies. It is 

also my aim to try to engage more of the UK surgical societies within ABUSS. If you have any questions 

then please do not hesitate to contact me via the ABUSS email rcsabuss@gmail.com.  

 

                                                                         
                                                                        Omar Khalil—Vice Chair 
 
 

I am the currently doing an intercalated masters degree at the University of 

Leeds and will go back into 4th year of medicine in September 2015. I am 

the current President of Cutting Edge , the Leeds School of Medicine Surgi-

cal Society. I look forward to working with ABUSS and the Royal College to 

make sure we do our best to promote surgery as a specialty and provide a 

refreshed outlook of the specialty. 

 
 

Cara Jenvey—Secretary  
 
 

I am a current final year student at Keele University. I am the chair of the Keele 

Surgical Society and the current ABUSS secretary. My job is to manage commit-

tee meeting minutes and the ABUSS inbox. It is also my job to keep up to date 

details of student surgical societies and other useful organisations. I heard of 

ABUSS through my work at Keele and I feel that it is a good way to disseminate 

information about surgical careers and training amongst medical student. I feel 

that as a student it is difficult to find courses and conferences which are appropri-

ate for my level and I find the ABUSS newsletter is a useful source of information 

for this.                                                                

 

                                                          Aseem Mishra—Publicity Officer  

 

I’m the new e-bulletin and publicity officer on the ABUSS committee. I hope you like the 

new newsletter design! I’m committed to ensuring that ABUSS is the best it can be. My 

main role is to inform students of surgical events and competitions nationally by produc-

ing this bi-monthly newsletter. I also set-up the new google drive and hope that you will 

find it and the information it contains useful!  

Don’t forget to let me know of what you and your surgical societies are up to and any 

awards/events you are putting on! I would love to add a surgical society news section to 

the E-Bulletin.  

 

Google Drive :  

http://goo.gl/0vPQNc 

 

All files available on google drive. 

Feel free to upload your own use-

ful documents to share with oth-

ers.  Details of accessing the 

calendar are also located here 

 

Calendar Event Submission 

Form: http://goo.gl 

forms/63xXijineq 

 

This is the place to go if you have 

an event you would like publi-

cized. It will be put onto our public 

calendar aswell as onto the next 

issue of the E-Bulletin. 

 

ABUSS Email : 

rcsabuss@gmail.com 

 

Get in touch! Also email us with 

any news of your societies, novel 

events/ideas, and if you would 

like to submit something for publi-

cation in the next E-Bulletin. 

 

E-Bulletin Archive: 

http://goo.gl/OX6jcW 

 

Robot-assisted surgery is increasingly 

common in UK hospitals. There are now 

45 Da Vinci robots in England and 

Wales - machines that allow surgeons to 

operate remotely using very small, pre-

cise instruments attached to robotic 

arms. 

A Tokyo-based company called Fasotec 

has begun producing 3D printed artificial 

lungs and other organs complete with 

blood vessels and tumours. 

The purpose is to help surgeons in Ja-

pan practice on lifelike models before 

stepping into theatre for real. 

 



 

 

Systematic Training in Acute illness Recognition and Treat-
ment for Surgery (START Surgery)  

The aim of this interactive course is to advance the personal, theo-
retical and team working skills necessary for foundation doctors to 
manage acutely unwell or potentially critically ill surgical pa-
tients. The course is mapped to the foundation curriculum and 
attendance at the course can be used to provide evidence within 
the foundation portfolio of coverage of domains 3 (recognition 
and management of acutely ill patients) and 14 (working with 
colleagues) of the foundation curriculum.  

Date: 18/04/15  & 06/06/15 Call for Abstracts: No 

Subject: Skills Tickets: £150 

www.rcseng.ac.uk  

Surgical Skills for Students 

 
This course is designed to teach you basic safe methods for per-
forming simple surgical procedures and to allow you to perform 
and practise them on the bench using prepared animal tissue, sim-
ulations and various jigs.   

Date: 18/05/15 Call for Abstracts: No 

Subject: Skills Tickets: £90 

www.rcseng.ac.uk education@rcseng.ac.uk  

RCS Summer School in Anatomy and Practical Skills for 
Medical Students 

 
If you are a medical student interested in a career in surgery or a 
surgically related specialty then register for the RCS anatomy and 
practical skills summer school. A sound knowledge of regional 
anatomy is essential if you are to perform surgery and many other 
practical procedures safely.  (Registering Interest) 

Date: TBC Call for Abstracts: No 

Subject: Skills Tickets: TBC 

www.rcseng.ac.uk education@rcseng.ac.uk  

Open Surgery: Behind the Scenes at the RCS England 

Get behind the scenes of the surgical world and try your hand at 
some surgical skills. Test how steady your hands are on our mini-
mal access surgical trainers and take part in suturing classes.   

Date: 09/04/2015 Call for Abstracts: No 

Subject: Conference Tickets: £7 

www.rcseng.ac.uk  

Cutting Edge: Improving the future of surgery through re-
search 

Find out what the future holds for patients undergoing surgery in 
the next decade. Three current researchers will present the cutting 
edge work that they are doing to solve some of the health issues 
and complications that may affect us during our lives.  

Date: 21/04/2015 Call for Abstracts: No 

Subject: Conference Tickets: Free but must book 

www.rcseng.ac.uk  



 

 

Future Surgeons: Key Skills (Edinburgh) 

This one-day course was designed to address a lack of structured 
basic surgical skills training courses for medical students intend-
ing to follow a career in surgery. It aims to introduce participants 
to safe basic surgical techniques that are common to all surgical 
practices. 

Date: 27/03/2015 Call for Abstracts: No 

Subject: Skills Tickets: £75 

www.rcsed.ac.uk l.whytock@rcsed.ac.uk 

2015 President's Meeting and Annual Audit Symposium: Sur-
gical Oncology 

The theme of this year’s President’s Meeting is Surgical Oncology 
and will include a number of plenary lectures and contributions 
from all the Surgical Specialist Associations. In addition we will 
be running our Annual Audit Symposium which will include the 
Surgeons in Training Session, Lister Session and a specialist ses-
sion on topics related to Oncology.  

Date: 20/03/2015 Call for Abstracts: Yes 

Subject: Surgical Oncology Tickets: £170 

www.rcsed.ac.uk education@rcs.ac.uk 

South Wales Orthopaedic Showcase in Association with 
RCSed 

The aim for SWOTs is to showcase T&O as a specialty to junior 
trainees and medical students, in order to raise its profile and cre-
ate greater attraction for the specialty.  

Date: 21/03/2015 Call for Abstracts: No 

Subject: T & O Tickets: £10 

www.rcsed.ac.uk outreach@rcsed.ac.uk 

Northern National Undergraduate Surgical Conference 2015 

Newcastle University Surgical Society in conjunction with The 
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh are proud to be hosting 
their 1st Northern National Undergraduate Surgical Conference 
2015. The Conference will be held at Newcastle University Medi-
cal School.   

Date: 18/04/2015 Call for Abstracts: No 

Subject: Conference Tickets: £10 

www.rcsed.ac.uk outreach@rcsed.ac.uk 

Northern National Undergraduate Orthopaedic Conference 
2015 

Newcastle University Orthopaedic Society in conjunction with 
The Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh are proud to be host-
ing their 1st Northern National Undergraduate Orthopaedic Con-
ference . The Conference will be held at Newcastle University 
Medical School.  

Date: 19/04/2015 Call for Abstracts: No 

Subject: Conference Tickets: £10 

www.rcsed.ac.uk outreach@rcsed.ac.uk 

Intercollegiate Basic Surgical Skills (BSS) course 

Newcastle University Orthopaedic Society in conjunction with 
The Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh are proud to be host-
ing their 1st Northern National Undergraduate Orthopaedic Con-
ference . The Conference will be held at Newcastle University 
Medical School.  

Date: 19/04/2015 Call for Abstracts: No 

Subject: Conference Tickets: £10 

www.rcsed.ac.uk outreach@rcsed.ac.uk 



 

 

Medical Undergraduate Conference 

The fifth annual medical student conference at the Royal College 
of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow is a high quality educa-
tional event attracting medical students from across the UK. It 
provides the opportunity to learn from some fantastic speakers, 
gain some experience in practical procedures and also the chance 
to submit a poster for presentation. 

Date: 28/03/2015 Call for Abstracts: Yes 

Subject: Conference Tickets: £35 

www.rcpsg.ac.uk 
Wil-
ma.Paterson@rcpsg.ac.uk 

7th International Medical Summer School 

This week-long event is aimed at helping medical undergraduates 
develop a strong clinical, academic and research portfolio that will 
help them to pursue a career in a competitive surgical or medical 
speciality on completion of medical school. It will also help stu-
dents obtain essential knowledge about their chosen speciality and 
develop the confidence to interact with consultants whilst under-
taking clinical placements. 

Date: 27-31/07/2015 Call for Abstracts: No 

Subject: Skills Tickets: £235 

http://doctorsacademy.org/   

5TH INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH 
CONFERENCE 2015 

The conference, committed in promoting exchange of medical and 
scientific knowledge, is an opportunity for motivated and ingen-
ious medical students and junior doctors to present their work to 
their peers, either as an oral or a poster presentation. The day will 
also feature keynote lectures from distinguished clinicians, acade-
micians and scientists. 

Date: 01/08/2015 Call for Abstracts: Yes 

Subject: Conference Tickets: £38 

http://doctorsacademy.org/ 
confer-
ence@doctorsacademy.org.uk 

General surgery and gastroenterology study day 

The Student Members Group is hosting the Student study days 
series to help you to revise and prepare for your finals. Each ses-
sion will cover a different specialty and has been organised by 
experts in the area. This meeting will focus on General Surgery 
and Gastroenterology Medicine. 

Date: 21/03/2015 Call for Abstracts: No 

Subject: Revision Tickets: 

https://www.rsm.ac.uk students@rsm.ac.uk 


